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Sample of continental breakfast. Fitzroy best breakfast.

Gitan group seeks casual Office assistant to join their team. Bicycle Thieves Cafe is looking for a barista to join the team! Gitan group seeks casual Office assistant to join their team. Bicycle Thieves Cafe is looking for a barista to join the team! I've done work in the food, travel, advertorial, and lifestyle content for Broadsheet Melbourne since 2019.
This is just some of my work. Opening two days before Christmas was daunting, says Alvin Gani, the general manager at Gogyo Fitzroy. The Japanese restaurant, which has Tokyo origins and a sibling in Sydney, opened late last year on the corner of Brunswick and Westgarth streets. The stress paid off.“[It’s] been satisfying to see the finished product
and how many people from the Fitzroy area are popping in to see what we’re about,” says Gani.“We’re drawing in families, the work crowd, date nights - we even have regulars now,” he adds, laughing.After three successful years in Surry Hills, a Melbourne Gogyo made sense. Parent company Chikaranomoto Global Holdings is also behind popular
ramen chain Ippudo, which opened a QV outpost in 2018. Shinichi Maeda is the founder of An Dining Hokkaido, an award-winning restaurant in Ki-Niseko, on the south-west of Hokkaido. Though born in the regional city of Fukagawa, Maeda trained worldwide - including a 12-year stint in Australia where he sharpened his skills in the kitchens of
Brisbane, the Sunshine Coast and the Gold Coast."[Before coming to Australia] I spent time in Tokyo's Tsukiji Fish Market and saw a lot of produce being imported from Australia,” says Maeda. “It really inspired me to move to Australia. So when I spent my first year on the Gold Coast, I started visiting farmers and fishermen to try and find the best
produce for my restaurants.” Photo by Arianna Leggiero What makes a good breakfast bagel? According to Darko Kmet, the owner of Bricklane Bagels, which opened on Clarendon Street in South Melbourne in September 2019, it’s pretty straightforward. “It just has simple ingredients, and still lets the bagel speak for itself. Nothing too over the top,”
he says. At Bricklane, Kmet uses 5 & Dime bagels, which are boiled and baked the traditional way in the CBD and delivered fresh each morning. When Patrick Agostinelli moved from Melbourne to Osaka, Japan, 10 years ago, he wanted a life change. Working in IT at the time, he had also been helping out at his brother-in-law’s Port Melbourne cafe,
Noirs Ex. It was there he heard about Japan’s burgeoning burger scene.“I didn’t realise it was such a big thing over there,” he says. “But it was something I had always wanted to create.”Visiting a friend in Osaka, he fell in love with the city and decided to start a new life there - based on burgers. “In Tokyo, there was sort of a ‘gourmet’ burger, but
nothing in Osaka,” he says. “So I decided I wanted to be ahead of the game and start that over here.” When Jess and Ryan Kurban first inspected the empty Bridge Road, Richmond, shopfront that now houses their cafe, Bissel B Bagels, they knew they could transform it into something special.Covid forced the brother and sister team into a slight
change of plans, but if you look through the takeaway window - past cabinets showcasing stacked bagels, colourful donuts, jars of house-made dill pickles and more - you get a glimpse into the light, bright, emerald-hued space they created.The Kurbans have always loved New York, and inspired by their third visit there late last year, they opened
Bissel B Bagels in May. Featured Article: Bread Club 2.0The year-old North Melbourne bakery has expanded to a near-identical, light-filled store. Go for $10 stracciatella-filled sandwiches, eggplant parmigiana-style pies and pepperoni pizza on weekends. Plus, chocolatey hot cross buns and hefty cardamom scrolls. “What we wanted was another
community vibe, great local neighbours and somewhere that some of our customers who were travelling a bit further could have the option of visiting - a bit of spread and convenience,” Beylie tells Broadsheet. So, Broadsheet have opened The Broadsheet Restaurant, an 8 week popup on Gertrude Street in Fitzroy. Reactions on social media have been
as expected, ranging from “OMFG, totes amazeballs” to declarations that the end of the world is nigh. The truth, well as is often the case the truth lies somewhere on the spectrum between these 2 extremes. The Broadsheet restaurant certainly ticks all of the expected boxes - it’s located in a popup space occupying what used to be a hardware store
that is turning into high end apartments in the rapidly gentrifying Fitzroy, everything about the operation is slick, and items like kale and baked eggs can be found on the menu. What then, is The Broadsheet Restaurant all about? Broadsheet state that “From the coffee to the cocktails, the fit-out to the furniture and most importantly, the menu, The
Broadsheet Restaurant represents the best of Melbourne”. A bold claim that exhibits much grandeur indeed. Designed by Therefore Studio, the space utilises materials fitting of a temporary operation, such as unfinished timber boards and uneven table tops and bench seating. The result is a space that is clean and simple, and makes good use of the
natural light streaming through the large windows. It’s quite Swedish in its sensibility and an impressive effort given the 10 day turnaround required to put the thing together. Moving onto the food and drinks, again I shall quote directly from Broadsheet; “Our team of restaurateurs, bartenders and cafe operators have created an experience that
combines everything we love about dining in this city: our favourite dishes, our best-loved coffee and most creative drinking.” Indeed, the menu reads like a who’s who of big hitting names in Melbourne’s food scene, with each contributor providing an item for the menu - Estelle Bistro, Five Points Deli, The Town Mouse, Top Paddock, Coda, Huxtable
and Tivoli Road Bakery are just a few of the names involved. Coffee ($4.00) Coffee is provided courtesy of Small Batch Roasting Co. The filter blend was light and juicy, with a range of complex flavours coming through. The flat white was also tasty, not particularly complex but smooth and inoffensive. It’s important to note that there’s no option for
skim milk, just full cream milk. In fact, there’s no flexibility with the menu at all, but more about that later. Twice Baked Brioche French Toast ($18.00) Our first breakfast choice came courtesy to Top Paddock, and was their highly regarded twice baked brioche French toast with fennel poached pears and burnt caramel sorbet. It is every bit as good
as the description suggests, with the moist, but not sloppy brioche matching brilliantly with the poached pears and caramel. The sprinkling of rosewater and edible rose leaves adds the finishing touch that really elevates this dish. Texturally and flavour wise, this is a complex, delicious thing of beauty. Unfortunately, Lauren wasn’t able to try it due to
her nut allergy - in fact, she wasn’t able to try a good chunk of the best looking breakfast options due to the presence of nuts. Normally a kitchen is able to accommodate a nut allergy, especially as most of the time it’s just nuts sprinkled on the top that need to be omitted. The food at The Broadsheet Restaurant is prepared by a team of cooks not
linked to the contributing restaurants, who have been taught how to make each dish by chefs from the contributing restaurants. Whether its a fear of “screwing up” or a quest for “purity” we were disappointed by this lack of flexibility. We were also disappointed that there were items on the menu, such as the French toast, which made no mention of
the fact that they contained nuts. In this day and age, it’s important to state allergens on a menu. The fact that the menu made an effort to disclose whether or not dishes were gluten free or vegan, but not whether or not they contained nuts was puzzling, especially given that a nut allergy is the only one of 3 mentioned that could result in death. Not a
trendy enough allergy perhaps? Most people who have a nut allergy will ask before ordering, as we did, however it’s very easy to forget to ask sometimes, and to rely on the menu - risky stuff. Toasted Reuben Sandwich ($17.00) The toasted Reuben sandwich on dark rye with corned brisket, sauerkraut, Swiss and Russian dressing came courtesy of
Five Points Deli. I've had this one before, and it’s one of my favourite sandwiches in Melbourne. It was Lauren’s first time trying it and she was very impressed. The proportion of ingredients is spot on and the thing is very big - you won’t walk away feeling hungry. Drinks wise, a selection of cocktails created by Boilermaker House’s Jack Sotti is
offered along with 4 classic bottled cocktails from The Everleigh. One thing I found very puzzling given the stated aim of The Broadsheet Restaurant was that with all of the amazing independent craft breweries that Melbourne has, the single tap beer was Stella Artios, described on the menu as (yes I'm serious) “Perfectly poured in nine steps,
presented in a chalice”. Thankfully bottles of Sample Pale Ale, Hawker IPA, Hargreaves Hill ESB and Moon Dog American Brown save the beer list. A small, focused selection of red, white and sparkling wines from around Victoria is also on offer. How well then, has The Broadsheet Restaurant done at meeting its lofty ambitions? For those of you who
wanted to hate it I'm sorry to say, but there’s a lot here to like. The space is well designed, the food is great and the service is top notch - friendly, attentive and efficient. The Broadsheet Restaurant’s strength however, is also its weakness. Everything is a bit too “perfect” - the lack of flexibility with the menu, and fact that the kitchen is essentially
outsourced makes things feel a bit cold. In this manner, The Broadsheet Restaurant feels somewhat soulless. It certainly captures one part of what makes dining and drinking in this city so great, but it is only one part - the flashy part, the popular part, the part that people who are part of “the scene” know about. There’s a whole other part of
Melbourne’s food and drink scene that’s just as important in making this city great and that’s nowhere to be found. The smaller operations, the undiscovered gems, the restaurants and bars without big marketing budgets, places that don’t have the money to pay for a feature in Broadsheet’s online and paper publications. To truly capture what’s great
about this city, and hit the highs demanded by The Broadsheet Restaurant’s lofty goals, the net must be cast wider. Is this even possible to do in one place, over the space of only a few weeks? Perhaps not. To me, The Broadsheet Restaurant is analogous to a robot. I like robots - they are new, they are shiny, they are “cool” and they do what they are
meant to do with precision. A robot however, can never quite take the place of a person, just the way that a machine made piece of furniture can never match that intangible something special that a hand made piece exudes. The former isn’t bad by any stretch of the imagination, but you can’t help but notice that there’s something missing. The
Broadsheet Restaurant is open from Friday, 5 June 2015 to Sunday, 2 August 2015. The Broadsheet Restaurant 166 Gertrude Street Fitzroy Victoria 3065 Australia
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